ELIZABETH 6T ESSEX               143

content when you are well, which hath not ever
been your property/* With a swift touch or two,
delivered de haut en bas, she put her finger on his
failings. " Of this no more, but of all my moods,
I forget not my tenses, in which I see no leisure for
ought but petitions, to fortify with best forwardness
the wants of this army, and in the same include
your safe return, and grant you wisdom to discern
verisimile from fotest fieri" And she concluded
with an avowal of affection, in which the fullness of
the feeling seems to be expressed by its very con-
tortion. " Forget not to salute with my great
favour good Thomas and faithful Mountjoy. I am
too like the common faction, that forget to give
thanks for what I received; but I was so loth to
take that I had well nigh forgot to thank; but
receive them now with millions and yet the rest
keeps the dearest/'

Her words went over the ocean to find him, and
when they reached him it would have been well had
he marked them more. At the Azores there was
no sign of the Spanish fleet; but the treasure ships
were expected to appear at any moment. Terceira,
the central citadel in the Islands, was too strong to
be attacked; and since, if the transport could once
reach that harbour, it would be in safety, it was
the plain policy of the English to lie in wait for it
to the westward on the line of its route from America.
It was decided to make a landing on the island
of Fayal> which would be an excellent centre of